
 

 
PO BOX 83. ARARAT. VIC 3377  

Freecall: 1800 981 187 

email:  brendanstours@bigpond.com 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Green Island  Port Douglas  

Barrier Reef  Daintree River Cruise  

Atherton Tableland Cairns  

Undara Lava Tubes Georgetown 

Karumba  Gulf of Carpentaria 

Croydon   Normanton 

Gulflander Train  Mt Isa 

Birdsville  Marree 

Lake Eyre  Flinders Ranges 

 

 

DAY 1: SATURDAY 13TH JUNE 

HOME TO CAIRNS   

After your home pick up we travel to Tullamarine for your 

Qantas flight to Cairns, known as the capital of the tropical 

far north.  The city’s terraces, foreshore, parks and 

spectacular gardens boast colourful blooms and a myriad of 

tropical plants and trees.  Cairns commands an enviable 

position with the Great Barrier Reef to the east, mountain 

rainforests and plains of the Atherton Tableland to the west 

and exquisite palm fringed beaches to the north and south.  

Check into our hotel, home for the next three nights.   

Accom:  DoubleTree by Hilton         Ph: 07 4052 6752 

 
DAY 2:  SUNDAY 14TH JUNE 

CAIRNS-GREEN ISLAND-BARRIER REEF B.L. 

We cruise today to Green Island which is a beautiful 6000 

year old coral cay located in the Great Barrier Reef Marine 

Park.  The island is the only coral cay on the Great Barrier 

Reef with a rainforest growing on it and  is home to 126 

native plant species, colourful birdlife, surrounded by 

magnificent coral gardens. Stroll through magical rainforest,  

 

 

 

laze on the white coral sands and enjoy a glass bottom boat 

ride to view an amazing display of tropical fish and coral  

gardens. Return to Cairns for lunch along the harbour 

esplanade. 

 

DAY 3:  MONDAY 15TH JUNE 

PORT DOUGLAS & DAINTREE RIVER CRUISE     B. 

An early rise this morning before heading north to indulge 

ourselves for the ultimate “Breakfast with the Birds” at the 

Rainforest Habitat at Port Douglas. In this wildlife park of 

the future, visitors can wander through three different and 

unique environments that depict numerous species of the 

surrounding rainforest, wetlands, and grasslands. Boardwalks 

overlook lagoons where both Estuarine and Freshwater 

crocodiles lurk beneath murky waters or bask on the sunlit 

banks. Leaving this extraordinary habitat we travel the short 

distance to the international tourist destination of Port 

Douglas situated in a tropical tree covered mountain setting.  

One of the oldest towns in Queensland, it is surrounded by 

lush vegetation and pristine rainforests.  See Little St Mary’s 

Church by the sea and take a stroll on four mile beach before 

continuing north to Mossman. This small picturesque town 

referred to as the “sugar town of the north” is set amid the 

scenic splendour of green canefields, and rainforest clad 

mountains.  Further on to Daintree where the Daintree region 

is a nature-lover’s paradise. It abounds with tropical birds, 

butterflies, reptiles and countless species of wildlife, not to 

mention 3000 plant species from 210 families which are 

found in the Wet Tropics. This afternoon we enjoy our boat 

cruise on the Daintree River followed by a special afternoon 

tea at the Daintree Village.  

 

DAY 4:  TUESDAY 16TH JUNE 

CAIRNS TO UNDARA    B.D. 

Leaving early this morning we travel via the Atherton 

Tableland, the  fertile plateau which forms part of the Great 

Dividing Range in Queensland. Joining the Kennedy 

Highway and travelling south/west to Undara where the 

Undara Volcanoes National Park is a fascinating and 

unforgettable experience.  The main attraction of the park is 

undoubtedly the lava tube systems which were formed 

190,000 years when a major volcano in the McBride 

volcanic province erupted, its molten lava flowing down a 

dry river bed. Recognised as the longest and largest lava 

tubes in the world we will enjoy a guided tour of the lava 

tubes before dinner tonight which will be supplied by the 

Undara  Lodge. 

Accom:  Undara Lava Lodge        Ph: 1800 990 992 

 

DAY 5:  WEDNESDAY 17TH JUNE 

UNDARA TO KARUMBA   B.L.D. 

Continuing further west to Georgetown on the Gulf 

Developmental Road to Croydon.  The area is noted for its 

gemstones, especially agate and onyx.  Georgetown is also a 

CAIRNS & GULF COUNTRY 
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trans-shipping centre for beef road trains.  Further on to 

Croydon where restoration work within the Croydon Historic 

Precinct is transforming the surviving town into a showpiece.  

Of interest are the old gaol, butchers shop, general store and 

hospital. Gaslights still stand on footpaths and the old 

courthouse and mining wardens office still have their original 

furnishings. This afternoon we travel to Normanton which is 

the central town of the whole Gulf Savannah. Situated on a 

high gravel ridge on the edge of the savannah grasslands that 

extend to the west and the wetlands that extend to the north. 

Later we journey further west to Karumba, situated at the 

mouth of the Norman River and the centre of the prawning 

industry in the Gulf of Carpentaria.  Karumba is surrounded 

by flat wetlands, the habitat of saltwater crocodiles and many 

species of birds including brolgas and cranes.  A barramundi 

fishing industry operates out of Karumba 

Accom:  End of the Road Motel Ph:  07 47459 5599 

  

DAY 6:  THURSDAY 18TH JUNE 

KARUMBA     B.L.D.  

Today we will be in true Australian Gulf country at Kurumba 

and what better way to see it than on the water. On the Croc 

and Crab 10m fully shaded high-powered luxury vessel we 

enjoy an exciting outback by the sea adventure. Live crab pot 

lifting, live crab handling, crab tying, croc spotting and bird 

spotting are all part of this Gulf experience. Also included on 

this great cruise is freshy served Gulf cooked mud crabs and 

prawns and a tropical fruit platter. Yet another highlight this 

evening will be our cruise on the Norman River to 

experience a beautiful Gulf sunset. 

  

DAY 7:  FRIDAY 19TH JUNE 

KARUMBA TO MT ISA    B.D. 

Returning to Normanton this morning we visit the corrugated 

iron railway station which dates back to 1891 and home of 

the famous Gulflander Railmotor. Join the historic 

Gulflander Railmotor and travel to Critters Camp where our 

coach meets you and continues back to Normanton.   For the 

remainder of the morning we enjoy a town tour of 

Normanton with time to explore the Main Street. Later we 

farewell Normanton and the Gulf of Carpentaria and travel 

south through the outback where the only sign of civilisation 

is the Burke and Wills Roadhouse. Travelling through 

Cloncurry where the first ever flight of the Royal Flying 

Doctor Service of Australia took place from on May 15, 

1928,  we join the Barkly Highway and continue west to Mt 

Isa,  home for the next two nights. 

Accom:  Ibis Styles Mt Isa   Ph:  07 4743 3024 

 

DAY 8:  SATURDAY 20TH JUNE 

MT ISA SIGHTSEEING   ` B.D. 

Mt Isa is described as the Oasis of the Outback - a gleaming 

mirage on the horizon for travellers from all directions.   

Mount Isa nestles among the ochre-red Selwyn Ranges, on 

the banks of the Leichhardt River and is the most important 

commercial and administrative centre in North West 

Queensland. Our city tour today will take in the Clock 

Tower, a memorial to John Campbell Miles whose discovery 

in 1923 of rich silver and lead ore initiated the settlement of 

Mt Isa.  The city lookout offers panoramic views of the city 

and mine area and we visit the National Trust Tent House.  

This afternoon we enjoy a guided tour of the Mt Isa School 

of the Air. Return to our motel in time to freshen up before 

dinner. 

 

 

DAY 9:  SUNDAY 21ST JUNE 

MT ISA TO BIRDSVILLE   B.L.D. 

This morning we leave Mt Isa and continue south through 

Dajarra to Boulia, the capital of the Channel Country. It is 

the home of the mysterious Min Min Light,  reportedly first 

sighted near the ruins of the Min Min Hotel.  Boulia is the 

centre of a prosperous beef and wool industry with cattle 

generally grazed in the western and northern areas and sheep 

properties to the east. Travelling further south through 

Bedourie to Birdsville which is home for the next two nights.  

Birdsville is a small outback town situated on the banks of 

the Diamantina River between the sands of the Simpson 

Desert and the gibbers of Sturts Stony Desert. The area is 

steeped in history, from aboriginal meeting places to 

European settlement in the late 1870s and beyond. The 

famous Birdsville Track starts here on its long path into and 

across South Australia.   

Accom:  Birdsville Hotel/Motel   Ph:  07 4656 3244 

 

DAY 10:  MONDAY 22ND JUNE 

BIRDSVILLE SIGHTSEEING   B.L.D. 

Birdsville is Australia's must visit Outback town. Always 

noted for its wild country and isolation, Birdsville is best 

known for its famous pub and the annual race meeting when 

the population grows from 120 to 6,000 in two days. This 

morning we will visit the Birdsville cemetery, the famous 

Birdsville race track and the Birdsville Information Centre 

later we travel the short distance out to the Big Red Sand 

Dune. Big Red is the first and highest of 1100 dunes in the 

Simpson Desert, which run north-south for hundreds of 

kilometres. There will be time for you to experience the 

ledgendary Birdsville Pub and to have a drink at one of the 

real Australian icons in the outback. 

 

DAY 11:  TUESDAY 23RD JUNE 

BIRDSVILLE TO MARREE   B.L.D. 

Today we commence our journey along The Birdsville Track 

which is one of the most notable outback roads in Australia. 

The 517 km track runs from Marree in northern South 

Australia, north across the Tirari Desert and Sturt's Stony 

Desert, ending in Birdsville in south western Queensland. In 

former years the track was of a very poor quality and suitable 

only for high-clearance four-wheel drive vehicles, but it has 

been upgraded to a full-scale dirt road and is now a popular 

tourist route. It is also used by stock trucks carrying 

livestock. Our path traverses the driest part of the country 

with less than an average 100 mm of rainfall annually. The 

area is extremely barren, dry and isolated but it is true 

outback country and a highlight of the trip. Artesian bores 

line the route, pouring out sixty-four million litres of boiling 

salty water every day.  We pass Lake Harry ruins, en route to 

Marree, an outback town 645km north of Adelaide at the 

junction of the infamous Birdsville Track and the rugged 

road to Oodnadatta.   

Accom:  Marree Hotel         Ph:  08 8675 8344 

 

DAY 12:  WEDNESDAY 24TH JUNE 

MARREE / LAKE EYRE   B.L.D 

Today we explore this amazing outback town of Marree. 

Marree lies at the junction of the Oodnadatta Track and the 

Birdsville Track, and only 49 metres above sea level. Marree 

is an important service centre for the large sheep and cattle 

stations in northeast South Australia as well as a stopover 

destination for tourists traveling along the Birdsville or 

Oodnadatta Tracks. This afternoon at there will be time for 
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an optional scenic flight over Lake Eyre (own expense). 

Dinner and breakfast will be in the motel restaurant. 

 

DAY 13:  THURSDAY 25TH JUNE 

MARREE TO WILPENA POUND  B.L.D. 

Depart Marree this morning and continue our journey further 

south through Lyndhurst before arriving in Leigh Creek, a 

small coal mining township situated in the North Flinders 

Ranges.  During a brief stop here we visit the viewing area at 

the Leigh Creek coal fields. From Leigh Creek we continue  

our journey south turning east and at Parachilna we travel 

through the magnificent Parachilna Gorge. The creek has 

carved out a steep and rocky gorge through the mountains 

with Parachilna Gorge one of the largest in the chain. The 

stark red rocks of the gorge light up in the early morning or 

late afternoon sun and make excellent photographic subjects.  

On to Blinman for a short visit to the old pub before arriving 

at Wilpena Pound  for our overnight stop.   

Accom:  Wilpena Pound Resort  Ph:  08 8648 0004 

 

DAY 14:  FRIDAY 26TH JUNE 

FLINDERS RANGES SIGHTSEEING  B.D 

Enjoy exploring one of the oldest landscapes on earth today, 

Wilpena Pound, the centrepiece of the Flinders Ranges 

National Park. Time is available this morning for a walk into 

the old Wilpena Homestead should you wish.  Comfortable 

shoes for walking are recommended and don't forget your 

camera. This afternoon at there will be time for an optional 

scenic flight over Wilpena Pound (own expense). Dinner and 

breakfast will be in the motel restaurant. 

 

DAY 15:  SATURDAY 27TH JUNE 

WILPENA POUND TO RENMARK  B.D. 

Leaving the Flinders Ranges we make our way south through 

Hawker to one of Australia's oldest copper mining towns, 

Burra. Today the town continues as a centre for its 

surrounding farming communities, and being one of the best 

preserved towns of the Victorian era in Australia is an 

historic walk back in time.  If time permits we will do a tour 

of this most interesting town taking in the Welsh miner's 

underground homes in the walls of Burra Creek.  Continue 

on to Renmark for our last night away.   

Accom:  Renmark Golf & Country Club: 08 8586 8200 

 

DAY 16:  SUNDAY 28TH JUNE 

RENMARK TO HOME    B. 

Departing Renmark this morning, we make our way via 

Ouyen, Warracknabeal and Horsham for the final leg of our 

journey home after a memorable sixteen days away. 

 

 

 

Accommodation for the above tour is motel, hotel or 

villas on a twin share basis.  

 
 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Lunches and Dinners have not been 

included while in Cairns as there are approximately one 

hundred restaurants nearby and this allows you the 

flexibility of using your free time in Cairns to try 

different eating places without being restricted to tour 

times.   

 

 

 

PRICE:   $7500.00  Per Person  

SINGLE SUP:  $1430.00  

    Price includes GST 

 

              PRICE INCLUDES: 

 Luxury Coach Travel 

 

 Brendan’s Australian Tours Travel Bag & 

Wallet 

 

 Motel Accommodation - Twin Share 

 

 All Cruises & Admissions as specified. 

 

 All Meals as specified: 

              B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner 

 

 Air fare Melbourne to Cairns with Qantas 

 

 Pick up & return to your home. 

 

Travel Insurance is highly recommended and is the 

responsibility of each passenger 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                                                                           

We visit the famous Birdsville Hotel and the 

Birdsville Racetrack 
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